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Dedication 
Although retired, the Rev. Jerry Young took the time to 
teach a class at VCC on personal evangelism.  The class 
struck a chord in the hearts of many who went through it—in 
large part because of Reverend Young’s heart for the lost.  
In fact, I don’t believe the topic of evangelism was ever far 
from his thoughts.  Several years later as he lay dying of 
cancer, he still was interested to hear about the details of a 
young woman who was interested in hearing more about the 
Lord.  As I got ready to leave, I asked him, “What can I pray 
about for you?”  He replied, “Pray for the young woman you 
told me about.” 

This booklet is dedicated to the memory of Rev. Jerry 
Young.  May his heart for the lost be a spiritual legacy that 
lives on in Vistoso Community Church, and his dying re-
quest be something that brings home to us the call of our 
Lord that we shall be His “witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and to the uttermost ends of the earth.” (Act 1:8) 

 

The longer we minister the more the essence of our work on 
earth boils down to reaching the lost and building up the 
saints in the glorious truths of the faith. 

Yours in His Service,  

 
 
 
 
 Kevin A. Redig  
 Pastor         
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Introduction 
This publication is a Handbook for use by the congre-
gation of Vistoso Community Church as we go about 
accomplishing the Mission to which this local fellow-
ship has been called: To be used by God to help the 
lost receive eternal life….   

There is nothing about the concept of a handbook that 
is meant to imply that there is only one way of going 
about evangelism. Rather, the intent of this Handbook 
is the following:  

 To equip the saints at VCC, so that we are collec-
tively better prepared to reach the lost for Christ; 

 To help us strategize what might work best for our 
particular field of harvest. 

For we recognize the fact that our geographic locale 
and demographics are unique to us.  Therefore, we 
require a strategy that will work for us—one that will 
allow us to evangelize our community in the most ef-
fective way possible. 

  To this end it is hoped this material can be used by 
the Lord to aid in coordinating all of the parts of the 
body that make up our local fellowship so that they fit 
and work together in such a way that we might hear, 
“Well done my good and faithful servants.” 

This introduction answers three questions:  

 Why this focus on Evangelism? 

 What is a Handbook? 

 How is the Handbook Organized? 

 

Our mission at  
Vistoso Community 
Church is to be used 

by God to help the lost 
receive eternal life, 

and those with eternal 
life to grow in grace 

and knowledge. 
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Why This Focus on Evangelism? 
Reaching the lost is not our idea, rather it is always on 
the heart of God.   We learn his heart on the matter in 
passages such as these: 

I Timothy 2:4 tell us:  For He  “… wants all men  
to be saved, and to come to a  

knowledge of the truth.”  

II Peter 3:9 provides this insight into God’s purpose:  
He is “not willing that any should perish, but  

everyone to come to repentance.”  

Furthermore, what a privilege we have as ones who 
have been “redeemed by the blood of the Lamb,” to 
now share the great redemption message of a salva-
tion that can be ours through faith in Jesus Christ.  And 
we are careful ahead of time to acknowledge that this 
treasure we have is being revealed through a people 
that are but “jars of clay” so that in all things our Lord 
and Savior will have the glory. 

What is a Handbook? 
As is evident by the title, this booklet has been organ-
ized in the form of a handbook. What that means is 
that the goal is to provide information in two ways: 

 First, provide specific content that should be helpful 
to us as we are being used by God to reach the lost 
in our geographic area. 

 Second, organize that content in such a way that 
we can quickly get to specific types of information 
as needed. 
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To meet these goals most of the explanation sections are 
relatively short, with a good deal of amplifying information 
grouped by category in the appendices.  Before beginning 
to use the Handbook, you might want to spend a few min-
utes perusing the Table of  Contents and thumbing 
through the various  
appendices. We hope you will find the format useful for 
making margin notes and for highlighting and tabbing sec-
tions that you find particularly helpful. 

Throughout this Handbook you will find summary Points 
of Truth (POT) and Points of Application (POA) high-
lighted in the outside margins. You can also find a com-
plete listing of these important summary statements in Ap-
pendix 1. 

How Is This Handbook Organized? 
The organization of this booklet will probably surprise you. 
It is organized according to the following rough outline:  

 Where repent means to turn from one way of thinking 
to another.  Specifically, we need to turn to the truth 
that reaching the lost should be both a priority and part 
of nearly everything we do! 

 Where grow means to have a solid foundation with 
respect to the Biblical truths and examples associated 
with evangelism. 
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 Where serve means to have a breadth of under-
standing with regards to the application of Biblical 
truths, especially as they apply to our specific fel-
lowship and our specific field of labor. 

In short, we are focusing on outreach so that it might 
become a greater priority for our fellowship, that we 
might be grounded in truth and prepared to reach out 
as an active body of believers serving our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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Part 1: Repent 

A call to repentance might seem a strange place to 
begin our efforts to reach the lost.  We hope you won’t 
be offended.  Remember, that the basic idea of repen-
tance is simply to change one’s mind.  So, what is it 
that we have to change our minds about?  Consider 
these Bible passages for answers to that question. 

When he saw the crowds, he had  
compassion on them, because they were  

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plenti-
ful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the har-
vest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field."    Matthew 9:36-38 

 

"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who 
sent me and to finish his work. Do you not say, 

'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, 
open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe 
for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, 

even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that 
the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus 

the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. I 
sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Oth-

ers have done the hard work, and you have reaped 
the benefits of their labor."  

                                                      John 4:34-38 

 

The basic idea of  
repentance is  

simply to change 
one’s mind and we 
need to change our 
minds about our  

mission to the lost.   
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Questions to Ask 
Regarding repentance and the need to change your 
mind, consider these questions: 

 Do you have the same heart of compassion for 
those who are lost that our Lord does?  Do you see 
the people on your block, the friends with whom 
you socialize and others with whom you routinely 
interact as sheep who are helpless and harassed 
by a world system in which Satan attempts to blind 
them to the truth?  Do you see the lost people 
around you as those for whom Christ died, with their 
eternal destiny hanging in the balance? If not, then you 
need to repent and change your thinking to align your 
mind with the mind-set of Christ! 

 Do you consider your food to be doing the will of 
your heavenly Father—the same Father who is not 
willing that any should perish?  Do you consider 
yourself sent by God to accomplish his purposes?  
Do you know that you are His ambassador to de-
liver the message of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 
5:20-21)? Have you let other things take the place 
of that which should take precedence? If so, then 
you need to repent and model your thinking after 
the thinking of Christ. 

 Are your eyes closed to the fields around you?  
Have you failed to realize that others have likely 
sowed, the Lord is calling hearts, and yours is only 
to be obedient to reap the harvest? If not, then you 
need to repent and ask the Lord to help you to see 
your surroundings and circumstances in accor-
dance with His analysis! 

 

Repent and model 
your  thinking after 

the thinking of Christ 
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 Have you asked the Lord to send out workers into 
the harvest field that consists of our extended fami-
lies and our geographic surroundings?  In doing so, 
have you asked Him to start with you and the VCC 
congregation? If not, then you need to repent and 
add this request to your daily prayers! 

There are many, many more passages, including the 
great commission of Matthew 28:19-f , which are in 
essence commands to engage in evangelism and to 
make it a life-long priority.  As Christians we need to 
understand that evangelism is the business of our 
heavenly Father, and one of the principal reasons 
why, after our salvation, we remain on this earth.  If we 
have let this slide over the years, or paid scant atten-
tion to it, then we need to change our attitude—and 
repent. Praise God that we have a congregation of be-
lievers that help encourage one another in the task of 
keeping our hand to the plow in terms of our calling to 
bear witness to the Savior. 

Do you know one of the great things about being a wit-
ness for the Lord?  Our skills and opportunities to do 
so do not necessarily deteriorate with age.  Proverbs 
11:30 says that “He who wins souls is wise”, and our 
lives can be characterized by this component of wis-
dom.  Furthermore, we can bring glory to God by 
pointing to the work of the Son, right up until the mo-
ment He calls us home. Even in the midst of sickness 
and health-related struggles; in most cases, we have 
the opportunity to bear witness to Him!  We simply 
need to make up our minds to do so! 

 

There is one way we 
can bear fruit and ex-
ercise faith right up 

until we draw our last 
breath—and that is to 

bear witness to the 
saving work of Jesus 

Christ. 
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In closing out this opening section, as always, we 
need to make sure to strike a balance of truth. The 
point of this section is not to berate you and in effect 
say, “Get out there and do all of those things that you 
are uncomfortable doing.”  Rather, it is to let the Word 
of God convict your hearts of the need to conform your 
thinking to His will—specifically the need to be willing 
to be used by Him.  Furthermore, we can rest in the 
fact that God is the moving force in reaching the lost.  
It is His plan that has redeemed mankind.  It is His 
Spirit that calls, convicts, and illuminates. He simply 
wants to draw us into His purposes, and we, in faith, 
need to be willing. What an infinite privilege we have. 

Have you ever meditated upon the fact that God has 
chosen to use the redeemed as His instruments to fa-
cilitate redemption, the elect to call others to election, 
the saved to call others to salvation?  Those who are 
rescued are in turn to become rescuers.  The children 
of God are to invite others to join the family of God.  
Those who have come into the light are to call others 
out of darkness. This is not a burden, but the greatest 
privilege imaginable—giving great significance to our 
lives and circumstances.   

Please spend some time thinking through these things 
and, as the Spirit convicts, learn to regularly repent 
that we might become tools fit for the hand of our 
heavenly Master. 

POA:   
What exactly is it 

that would make our 
lives have real  
meaning—real  

significance?  God 
has chosen to reach the 
lost through us—that 

means He plans to  
accomplish  

reconciliation through 
the reconciled.  To 

align our lives with 
His plan for history 
does, by definition,  

give our lives  
meaning and  
significance. 
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Part 2: Grow 

The only solid foundation for the Christian is the truth 
of God’s Word.  That is the purpose of this section: to 
investigate what God’s Word has to say with respect 
to evangelism so that we might be firmly anchored in 
that which is solid and unmovable.   

Because of the handbook style we are using, this sec-
tion succinctly lays out Biblical truth without any effort 
to make extensive application.  In turn, the next sec-
tion consists almost exclusively of application.  This 
approach allows you to refer to this section for Biblical 
specifics and to the next section if you seek informa-
tion on applying those truths—especially as they apply 
to our congregation and field of labor 

A.  The Principle of Prayer 
So where do we start?  The answer is with prayer!  
Let me remind you of several passages on prayer. 

 We are to pray without ceasing. (1Thess. 5:17) 
 You have not because you ask not. (James 4:2) 
 We are to be persistent in prayer.  (Luke 18:1-f) 
 We are to ask God to provide those who would la-

bor in evangelism.  This includes both missionaries 
in distant places, and obedient members of VCC!  
(See Matthew 9:37-38 and Luke 10:2) 

Praying is lining ourselves up with the thinking and 
purposes of God—sharing His heart for the lost, laying 
our petitions before Him, recounting the means by 
which we are to reach the lost, and giving thanks for 
what He is going to do.  Furthermore, it is the proper 
venue to recount the fact that God is the  prime-mover 
in evangelism, that He is the one who draws, convicts 
and makes clear the Gospel message.    

POT: 

It is God the  
Father who draws men 

to Himself (John 
6:44)  It is the Spirit 
who convicts the heart 
and makes the Gospel 
message clear (John 

16:8,  
I Corinthians 2:9). 

Ours is to be ready to 
be a tool in the hands 
of the master potter.  

As such we need to be 
sensitive to the timing 

of God’s work in the 
life of the lost and to 

be careful not to stray 
beyond our  

appointed role. 



12                                                      Evangelism Handbook

A number of specific prayer-applications are included 
in the next section; however before concluding, the 
quotes below, from those who dedicated their lives to 
reaching the lost, may help us keep in view the impor-
tance of prayer and the need for our hearts to align 
with Biblical mandates and principles as we begin our 
efforts. 

There has never been a spiritual awakening in any 
country or locality that did not begin in united 

prayer. ~ D.A.T. Pierson ~  

Prayer lays hold of  God’s plan and becomes the 
link between His will and its accomplishment on 
earth. Amazing things happen, and we are given 

the privilege of being the channels of the Holy 
Spirit’s power.  ~ Elisabeth Elliot ~  

It is possible to move men, through God,  
by prayer alone.  ~ Hudson Taylor ~  

Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, op-
pose our arguments, despise our persons, but they 

are helpless against our prayers. ~ J. Sidlow Baxter 
~ 

To desire revival…and at the same time to  
neglect (personal) prayer and devotion is  

to wish one way and walk another.  
~ A.W. Tozer ~  

All I know is that when I pray, coincidences  
happen; and when I don’t pray, they  

don’t happen.  ~ Dan Hayes ~  
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B.  The Coin and Its Two Sides 
Teachers tend to like visual anchors for the content 
they teach and illustrations that prompt recall of truth.  
A coin is one helpful example, for you know the old 
saying, “There are two sides to every coin.”  In this 
case, we will use the metallic structure of the coin to 
represent our foundational preparation to share the 
Gospel and then let the two sides represent two re-
lated aspects associated with our outreach efforts. 

1) Foundational Readiness—1 Peter 3:15-16 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.   Al-

ways be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 

have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, keep-
ing a clear conscience, so that those who speak mali-
ciously against your good behavior in Christ may 

be ashamed at their slander.   

POT: 

As a point of  
obedience, we are  

always to be ready to 
give a defense of the 
hope that is ours in  
Jesus Christ;  Our  

active response to this 
command is to “go” 

and the result is  
blessing from our 
heavenly Father. 
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1. In the context, setting apart Christ as Lord is in the 
face of persecution or pressures from the world 
around us.  In short, Jesus is Lord of our lives in 
the area of evangelism when His reality carries 
more weight in our lives than do the threats of 
those around us.  The concept of weightiness is a 
synonym for glory, that is the glory of the person 
and work of Jesus Christ is to carry weight in our 
lives as we represent him.  See Appendix 2 for a 
lengthier discussion on how to deal with the factors 
that cause us to be fearful in witnessing. 

2. To “always be prepared” is a command in the 
Greek.  Commands from the Lord are not optional, 
and thus it is a point of obedience in our walk with 
the Lord.  How many Christians do you suppose 
are disobedient to this command?  Or stated an-
other way: How many of us have spent a good por-
tion of our Christian lives ignoring this command? 

3. We are to give an answer or a defense.  The Greek 
word is apologia from which we get the English 
word apologetics. 

 The term defense implies that we have a ra-
tional and coherent explanation of the Gospel, 
as laid out in the Scriptures, at our disposal. 

 The term answer helps us to realize that this is 
not purely a defensive posture.  In Acts 26:28, 
Agrippa declares that in just a short time Paul’s 
apologia has nearly caused him to become a 
Christian. 
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 It is necessary to note what this term doesn’t 
mean—it is not a requirement to be able to ex-
plain every Christian doctrine especially those 
not appropriate for a lost person.  These kinds 
of requests should be politely declined.  Stick 
with the lost person’s greatest need—God’s an-
swer for both time and eternity! 

4. The people who are going to ask us to give a rea-
son for our hope are those with whom we have a 
relationship.  Those are the people who have been 
watching us.  (See Relationship Section for further 
development.) 

 This puts our discussions and conversations 
right in the midst of the nitty-gritty of every day life. 

 Based upon the context of the book of 1Peter, it 
assumes that our personal holiness is evident 
to all who are watching.  (Without this, there is 
nothing to question!) 

 If you live uprightly before the Lord, you will have a 
good testimony.  In time, people will see the dif-
ference—in fact the worse things get nationally 
or personally, the more you will stand in con-
trast.  They will ask questions—be ready! 

 The Greek word translated hope carries the 
idea of something in which one has confidence 
or a degree of expectation.  People will notice 
that, as Christians, we have a certain assurance 
in times of difficulty—all kinds of difficulty from 
family troubles, to health problems, to aging.   

POA: 

Our way of  
evangelism  
is through  

relationships  
that we build  

carefully, through a 
godly witness over 

time. 



16                                                      Evangelism Handbook

 In summary, this passage encourages every 
believer to maintain a divine viewpoint in the 
face of adversity so that the lost might notice 
our poise based upon our ability to rest in the 
Lord (Hebrews 4:9-11, Isaiah 40:28-31). 

5. Our outreach is to be character-based.  We are 
not to beat down the lost with their shortcomings, 
nor are we to smash every objection they might 
put forth with the superiority of our arguments.  
We don’t win people over with arrogance and self-
righteousness.  Rather, we are to interact with 
gentleness and respect—let your power lay in the 
Word of God!  To do this requires a healthy dose 
of humility.  This can be a challenge, but is worth 
it—even unbelievers like Aristotle have observed 
that part of persuasiveness rests with the charac-
ter of the one framing the argument.    

2)  A Matter of Obedience—Matthew 28:19, Acts 1:8 
We know the command of Matthew 28 as the Great 
Commission: “Go and make disciples of all na-
tions.”  With this instruction Jesus closed out his min-
istry to his followers.  Furthermore, the unveiling of 
the church begins in Acts 1:8 with the declaration 
that, through the Spirit’s power, we will be witnesses 
in progressively larger geographic circles.  So, as one 
side of the coin we have the straight-forward command to 
be witnesses and make disciples.  We can ignore this 
command with all sorts of activities and programs, but 
as the saying goes—“You can run, but you can’t 
hide.”  We will either be obedient or disobedient.  As a 
congregation, we have chosen to be obedient in our 
Mission statement.  What’s left is for each of us to 
choose individually.  (See section entitled Repent.) 

 

 

POA:   
We are in this 
for the long 

haul:  
open lines of  

spiritual  
communication, 
build bridges of 

love, address 
needs.  Be ready 

 to share the  

The Mission of 
VCC is to be 

used by God to 
help the lost re-
ceive eternal life 
and those with 
life to grow in 
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3)  A Matter of Blessing —Philemon 1:6 
We are generally not very familiar with the book of Phi-
lemon, but consider this verse:  

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, 
so that you will have a full understanding of every 

good thing we have in Christ.   

Both God and Paul want us to be actively sharing our 
faith, but look at the reason—so that we can fully un-
derstand what we have in  Christ.   

Ephesians 1:3 which tells us that each believer has 
been given “every spiritual blessing in Christ.”  How-
ever, the passage in Philemon leads us to believe that 
at least some aspect of those blessings will not be fully 
ours unless we are active in sharing our faith.  This is 
the other side of the coin, and the more familiar we be-
come with the plan of God the less this truth should 
surprise us.  Obedience to the revealed will of God al-
ways leads to blessing.  In this case, the obedience is 
to the Great Commission.  From a foundation of readi-
ness to give an answer for our eternal hope, we in turn 
have a fuller understanding of what we have in Christ.  
Furthermore, trusting Him through the process of 
evangelism, allows Him to be more real to us. 

C.  What is the Gospel? 
The Gospel, or good news, is a message of how lost 
mankind can be saved through the work of Jesus 
Christ on its behalf.  The Gospel is not really some-
thing we can put in a box or define with a specific 
number of points.   
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God’s plan of salvation is really beyond our complete 
understanding.  It is what the Scripture calls our 
“infinite riches” in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:7)  How-
ever, having said this, it is essential that we are ade-
quately prepared to explain enough of the Gospel to a 
lost individual that they might be saved—not so much 
that they are overwhelmed, but not so little they don’t 
know how to respond.   

Let’s see if we can break this down, and if anything, 
we will err on the side of including too much informa-
tion. 

1.  A Concise Biblical Answer—1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received and on which 

you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are 
saved…. For what I  

received I passed on to you as of first  
importance: that Christ died for our sins  

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter,  
and then to the Twelve. 

 The word Christ is the Greek term that matches the 
Old Testament term of Messiah.  It refers to the 
anointed one sent by God.  If we add John chap-
ters one and three for the purpose of clarification, 
we have our first aspect of the Gospel: the work of 
the Gospel has been done by the One sent by 
God—none other than the Second Person of the 
Trinity. 

POT: 
While hanging upon 

the cross,  
Christ received the 

wrath of God that was 
rightly ours.  By  
taking our place,  

the justice  
of God has been  

satisfied and our debt 
paid in full.  It is this  

foundational truth 
that allows us to  

be reconciled  
to our Creator. 
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 The Christ, none other than the Son of God, died 
for the sins of the human race.  Here is our second 
point of the Gospel.  Mankind was lost and an ob-
ject of God’s wrath (Ephesians 2:1-3).  Further-
more, there was no member of the human race 
who could address our lost condition for there was 
“none who was righteous not even one.” (Romans 
3:10, Isaiah 64:6).  Therefore, in order that the jus-
tice of God the Father might be satisfied, Christ 
died in our place.  He was our substitute.  This is 
not an isolated idea as many modernists claim, but 
the repeated theme of Scripture: 

 “He took up our infirmities and carried our 
sorrows” (Isaiah 53:4). 

 “The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all” (Isaiah 53:6) 

 “The Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many” (Matthew 20:28) 

 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree “(1 Peter 2:24). 

 The resurrection is God’s stamp of approval on the 
death of Christ as adequate payment for our sins. 
(Romans 1:4, Acts 17:31) 

 To round out our understanding of the passage 
from 1 Corinthians—Christ was buried because He 
did, in fact, die.  He was seen because he was in 
fact resurrected from the dead. 

 The Corinthian believers received the good news 
of Christ dying in their stead by believing it; by put-
ting aside their religious practices and instead 
trusting solely in the work of Christ on the cross on 
their behalf. 
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2) The Response of Man—Acts 16:31 
The passage in 1 Corinthians that we studied in the 
previous section emphasizes the work of Christ on our 
behalf, but what about the response of man?  The re-
sounding theme of the New Testament is that the only 
response by man acceptable to God is faith!   Con-
sider just one example of many found in Acts 16. 

The Philippian jailor asked, “What must I do to be 
saved?”  Here is Paul’s answer, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” (Acts 16:31)  

Paul goes on to make clear that not only is this the 
way in which the jailor is to be saved, but the way 
by which any responding member of his family, 
Philippi, and the rest of the world can be saved. 

To summarize, salvation is available for any member 
of the human race who will set aside their own system 
of trying to please God (religion) and put their faith in 
“the person and work of Jesus Christ.”  Putting faith in 
his person means recognizing who Jesus is as the 
Son of God.  Putting faith in His works involves believ-
ing in and accepting the gift of His substitutionary 
death on the cross in our place. 

3) The Infinite Riches That Are Ours 
There are some corollaries to the Gospel, that al-
though perhaps not necessary for our immediate sal-
vation and entry into the plan of God, are things we 
should be familiar with as part of the infinite riches that 
are ours in Christ Jesus.  This section enumerates 
some of those infinite riches. 
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First, the Bad News. It is typically necessary that we 
understand the bad news before the good news of the 
Gospel becomes appealing.  The bad news, a very 
clear principle of Scripture, is that apart from faith in 
Christ we are separated from God and destined to 
spend eternity in hell. (John 3:18,36)  This is not a po-
litically correct idea and, therefore, there is a lot of re-
sistance to it in today’s worldview.  That is the reason 
that sometimes people who are down and out respond 
to the Gospel so much more readily because they feel 
the chains of their lostness, and so are much more re-
ceptive to the message of a Savior. It is much harder 
to get this concept across to people who are riding the 
curve of respectability.  Our best recourse is to hold to 
the absolute truth of the moral God revealed in Scrip-
ture and leave the conviction of sin to the work of the 
Holy Spirit! 

Our New Righteousness.  Christ’s death on the cross 
to pay the penalty for our sins—a judgment that we 
deserved—is one of the essential elements of the 
Gospel.  Think for a moment about a ledger that tracks 
your personal net worth.  It is divided into a debit side 
and a credit side.  Christ’s death on the cross wiped 
out the debit side—See Colossians 2:14.  But what 
about the credit side?  To withstand the scrutiny of a 
holy God, it is not enough to be neutral or simply debt 
free.  Rather, we need to be righteous in His sight.  
Here is another marvelous aspect of what God does 
when we place our trust in Christ—He imputes the right-
eousness of his Son to our account.  The theological term 
for this is justification. 
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Romans 3:20 tells us “no one will be declared right-
eous in his sight by observing the law. . .”, or any other 
system of good works.  The verse then goes on in vs. 
21 to say, “righteousness from God comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”  (See also 2 
Corinthians 5:21).  In other words, not only has God 
dealt with wiping away our debits, but has credited to 
our account a perfect righteousness that qualifies us to 
spend eternity with Him. 

It Is Not About Works.  It cannot be repeated too of-
ten that the only response to the Gospel necessary by 
man is one of faith (Ephesians 2:8-9).  In fact, it should 
be stated more strongly—the only response that will 
be accepted by God is one of faith.  Anything else de-
tracts or diminishes the work of Christ; and for this rea-
son, will never be  acceptable to God.  The reason this 
is so important to grasp is that mankind has a propen-
sity for thinking that we somehow have to earn or de-
serve our salvation.  It is only when we come to grips 
with the fact that we are hopelessly lost, and can do 
nothing about it, that we are ready to respond to the 
truth of the Gospel.   

Some might ask, If I have faith, is that not a work, or 
good deed, on my part?  In other words, am I not con-
tributing to my salvation by having faith?  The answer 
is no on several counts: 

 The Bible clearly declares that faith is not a work.  
(Romans 4:1-5, Romans 9:32)   

 Faith is the one system where the merit rests in the 
object and not in the one exercising the faith.  In 
other words, God gets all the credit (glory) for working 
out our salvation.  This means that a faith-based 
system is compatible with grace (Romans 11:6).   
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 The Bible uses such synonyms for faith as “eating,” 
“looking,” “tasting” to make it clear that faith is 
something within the capabilities of every member 
of the human race.  Our part is simply to trust.  God 
does the work of salvation and He gets (deserves) 
the glory. 

There is a Proper Order.  There is a tendency, well-
meaning as it might be, to emphasize certain aspects 
of the Christian life as part of the Gospel.  Typically 
this would be such aspects as turning from sin, grow-
ing in one’s relationship with the Lord, and so on.  The 
problem with making these part of the Gospel is that it 
tries to force unbelievers to do certain things which 
they do not yet have the God-given power to do.  
There is a certain growth-order to the Christian life.  
Regeneration—what the Bible calls the “new crea-
tion” (2 Corinthians 5:17)—must take place before 
there is any emphasis placed upon a changed life.  
Only after we are a new creation in Christ, and only 
after we are filled with the Holy Spirit, do we have the 
necessary tools to begin moving forward in the proc-
ess of being conformed to the image of Christ —the 
process the Bible refers to as sanctification. 

We Have a Future Home!  It is important to close this 
section with a reminder about one aspect of the eter-
nal life that is the possession of every believer.  Spe-
cifically,  in John 14:1-3 Jesus tells us that He has 
gone to prepare a place for us in His “Father’s House”.  
Furthermore, Jesus promises to return and take us to 
be with Him.  And when He does so, we are going to 
have a new body that is just like His body (Philippians 
3:21).  This is one of the great and exciting things 
about the call to respond to the Gospel—heaven, in a 
new body, awaits.   
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POT: 

It is God the Father 
who draws men to 
Himself (John 44)   
It is the Spirit who 

convicts the heart and 
makes the Gospel mes-
sage clear (John 16:8,  
I Corinthians 2-9). 

Ours is to be ready to 
be a tool in the hands 
of the master potter.  

As such we need to be 
sensitive to the timing 

of God’s work in the 
life of the lost and to 

be careful not to stray 
beyond our  

appointed role. 

This is part of the promise of a future resurrection that 
began with our discussion of 1Corinthians 15:1-4—
and we need to be firm in this truth.  The fact that we 
will experience a future resurrection is more certain, 
much more certain, than whether or not the sun will 
rise or we will wake up tomorrow! 

D. The Holy Spirit and His Powerful Sword 
As we respond to the call to become more evangelistic 
in both outlook and actions, there is one major mistake 
we can make—taking too much upon ourselves.  
Sometimes in our zeal to win the lost, we feel it all de-
pends upon us. This error can lead to putting too much 
pressure on ourselves (and others).  Consider the fol-
lowing reminders as you evangelize. 

God is the initiator in all evangelistic activity, and we 
need to constantly keep this in mind.  That is why 
prayer is right up at the top of this section.  And al-
though it is true that God wants to both use us and see 
us respond in obedience, it is also true that He re-
mains the initiator every step of the way.  Consider the 
following: 

 Drawing. “No one can come to me unless the Fa-
ther who sent me draws him” (John 6:44)  This, 
again, is why we pray and look to the Lord for lead-
ing in terms of people to whom we should minister.   
We look for divine appointments, so that we are in 
cooperation with the One who draws lost people to 
Himself.  This is why so much evangelistic effort is 
for naught.  If the Lord is not drawing, they are not 
coming! This is not to say that the Lord’s drawing 
might not be a lengthy process—but, if you work at 
this long enough, you will come to see that people 
respond when they are ready—when the Lord is 
drawing. 
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 Convicting.  At times we feel we have answered 
every question of the unbeliever.  At other times, 
we feel as if we fumbled around and didn’t deal 
well with tough questions.  Of course, we can all 
improve our ability to use the Bible effectively, but it 
is equally important to not get too caught up in our 
ability to deal with questions or to beat down resis-
tance.  Sometimes the finest answers are com-
pletely misinterpreted or ignored.  Listen—the un-
believer has no capacity to deal with spiritual phe-
nomena.  Fortunately, God has addressed this by 
tasking the Holy Spirit to make the issue of the 
Gospel clear to the lost.  Do your best to hold out 
the truth, and then trust the Holy Spirit to drive it 
home.  Thus, the Holy Spirit is our great ally 
(actually, we are His tools) in calling the lost to the 
Father, convicting their hearts of their need, and 
making the Gospel message clear to their lost souls.  
Rest in His ability to do His work to perfection. 

 Instructing.  The Scriptures tell us that the Word 
of God is “alive and powerful” (Hebrews 4:12), but 
we often give that statement very little weight.  It is 
not that we don’t value the Word; but rather, that 
we don’t fully realize that it has power in its own 
right. (Isaiah 55:11)  The most powerful tool for 
evangelism is the Word of God in the mouth (and 
mind) of the unbeliever.  Too often we are quick to 
quote a passage of Scripture to a lost person, 
which typically tends to go in one ear and out the 
other.  Instead, try to get the unbeliever to read the 
Scripture, and, if possible, to read it out loud.  After 
the Scripture is read, ask the lost person to explain 
to you what it means.  You will likely be amazed at 
their understanding.  That is because we are not 
dealing with a normal book but words that are 
“alive and powerful” in their own right. 



26                                                      Evangelism Handbook

The Bible can sometimes be intimidating to the unbe-
liever.  You may want to mark pages or passages or 
even type or write Scripture onto note cards to share 
when witnessing.  There is no more powerful tool of 
evangelism than the Word of God in the mouth of a 
lost person. 

E. Additional Truths to Ponder.   
Appropriately we close this section with a selection of 
spiritual truths.   These truths support what we are try-
ing to do throughout the rest of this handbook, so we 
will use them to round out our understanding. 

1) 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to  
himself through Christ and gave us the  
ministry of reconciliation: that God was 

 reconciling the world to himself in Christ,  
not counting men's sins against them. And  

he has committed to us the message of  
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's  

ambassadors, as though God were making his ap-
peal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: 

Be reconciled to God. 

Just a few things for you to notice:   

 As you have read throughout this Handbook— God 
is the prime-mover in reconciliation.  Thank good-
ness He is the one who is in charge.   

 Note how those who have been reconciled, 
through faith in Christ, have in turn been given the 
ministry of reconciliation.  What a tremendous privi-
lege!   Not only have we been saved ourselves, but 
we are then given the opportunity to be involved in 
bringing others to salvation as the Holy Spirit works 
through us. 
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 Ambassadorships are positions of privilege—often 
given as a reward for service.  That is what all of us 
are—representatives of the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords.   

 To describe the believer as an “ambassador” for 
Christ is to pack a great deal of application into that 
single word.  Consider in our day the rising power 
of nations like India and China.  Whose job is it to 
make sure that the will of the United States is 
clearly communicated to the governments of these 
two nations in the face of cultural and language 
barriers?  It is our ambassadors to these nations, 
of course!  That is what you and I are—an ambas-
sador representing the King of kings and Lord of 
lords!  And it is our job to make sure the message 
of the Gospel is clearly communicated across cul-
tural and language barriers.  For we live in a world 
in which the culture is that of those in rebellion to 
their creator and the language of the spiritually 
dead is common to all!  What a great calling we 
have—and something that can only be accom-
plished in the power of the Spirit. 

 The message that we have is compelling.  It is win-
some.  Although we were all worthy of condemna-
tion on the day of judgment, through the grace of 
God we have the opportunity to: be reconciled, be-
come His children, enter His Kingdom, receive 
eternal life, and spend eternity with Him.  What a 
message we carry! 
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2)  Acts 10: 24, Acts 5:42, and Mark 5:19  
This handbook is going to emphasize the relational 
aspects of evangelism.  (See the next section for ex-
tensive detail.)  The following passages give some 
Biblical support for why this is both a Biblical and a 
powerful way to pursue evangelism. 

The next day Peter started out with them, and some 
of the brothers from Joppa went along.  The following 

day he arrived in Caesarea.  
Cornelius was expecting them and had called to-

gether his relatives and close friends.  
(Acts 10:23-24) 

Day after day, in the temple courts and from house 
to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaim-

ing the good news that Jesus is the Christ. ( 
Acts 5:42) 

“. . .the man. . . begged to go with him.  Jesus did not 
let him, but said, ‘Go home to your family and tell 
them how much the Lord has done for you and how 

he has had mercy on you.’”  
(Mark 5:19) 

 

First, do you see the relational aspect within each pas-
sage, and how it is intimately related to evangelism?  
Second, and here is an important point for you to pon-
der, if we remove the miracles of the first century that 
authenticated the Gospel message, do you think that 
the above passages describe an approach that is still 
valid today—centuries later?  We are counting on it!  
The next section covers a specific methodology for mak-
ing use of relationships as the principal means of shar-
ing the good news of the Gospel.   
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First, do you see the relational aspect within each pas-
sage, and how it is intimately related to evangelism?  
Second, and here is an important point for you to pon-
der, if we remove the miracles of the first century that 
authenticated the Gospel message, do you think that 
the above passages describe an approach that is still 
valid today—centuries later?  We are counting on it!  
The next section covers a specific methodology for mak-
ing use of relationships as the principal means of shar-
ing the good news of the Gospel.   

F.  The Issue of Persecution 
We are often inhibited from sharing the Gospel with 
others because we are afraid of what they might 
think—specifically along the lines of ridicule.  Although 
not yet qualifying as persecution, it is something that 
can cause us to keep silent.  We must come to grips 
with the truth that  we have the one real answer in Je-
sus Christ.  Our faith in Him qualifies us for eternal life.  
Without a personal relationship with Christ, a person is 
doomed to eternal condemnation.  In short, we know 
the Creator and Savior of the world, why are we con-
cerned about the response of a hopelessly lost individ-
ual?  Good question!   

You can find additional material to help you overcome 
your fear of sharing the gospel in Appendix 2.  Further-
more, the entire “Serve” section of this Handbook is 
devoted to trying to establish a Biblical way of thinking 
about things, coming up with a plan to open a dia-
logue, learning to rest in the enablement of the Holy 
Spirit, and having enough experience that we become 
comfortable in sharing our faith. 
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However, we should be aware that there is persecu-
tion that will come our way when we take a stand for 
the Gospel in a world that is currently influenced and 
controlled by Satan.  Let me remind you of a few 
truths: 

 As believers in Jesus Christ, we are no longer of 
this world (John 15:9). 

 For the same reason the world has hated our Lord, 
it will hate us too (John 15:18).  This hatred will 
take many forms from amused tolerance of your 
naïveté to outright aggressive statements and ac-
tions. 

 Those around you are going to think it strange that 
you do not invest your time and resources in the 
same kinds of things that they do (1 Peter 4:3-5).  
As a result, you can expect a certain amount of 
ridicule to come your way 

 In all things we can be thankful that we are found 
worthy of suffering on behalf of our Lord 
(Colossians  1:24), and stand strong because 
“greater is He that is in us than he that is in the 
world (1John 4:4). 

G. Your Personal Walk with  
the Lord Must Come First 
In any kind of ministry for the Lord, and especially 
reaching out to the lost, there is something that must 
be carefully safeguarded and that is our relationship 
with the Lord.  As the heading states, our vertical rela-
tionship with the Lord must be a priority before our 
horizontal relationship with people—if we expect those 
horizontal relationships to thrive and be fruitful.   
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One very clear statement of this principle can be found 
in John 15:4-8: 

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch 
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 
me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 

remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone 

does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked 
up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my 
Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples. 

The command is to abide in the true vine that is Jesus 
Christ.  What is at stake is whether we will accomplish 
anything of divine significance.  We need to take very 
seriously the eternal ramifications of the statement, 
“Apart from me you can do nothing.” Here are a couple 
of practical things this means for all of us: 

 Quiet time.  Make sure you devote some time in 
your life to a devotional or quiet time.  This is a 
time when you can study the Word that you might 
know Him better.  It is also a time to meditate upon 
what you learn.  When you meditate upon the truth 
you learn and listen to the voice of the Spirit as He 
brings truths and application to your mind. 
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 Prioritize.  This quiet-time must come before all of 
the work we are doing for the Lord.  Otherwise, our 
business for the Lord is at risk of being barren.  Re-
member the principle—excessive busyness leads 
to barrenness with respect to our spiritual lives!  
There is a principle of good management here that 
sums up the concept of John 15 very well—“Keep 
first things first!” 

 Time out.  Sometimes we just need to take a time 
out and get back to our abiding in the Lord.  It is 
better—much better—to temporarily pull back from 
your involvement with the work of the Lord in order 

to re-establish your relationship with Him.  
When we do not maintain our relationship 
with our God we can become burnt out and 
give up on ministering to others all together.  

 Grow.  Make sure that you don’t neglect 
your own spiritual growth (personal disciple-
ship) because you have become so commit-
ted to other activities.  We all regularly need 
to be challenged by the teaching and study 
of God’s word so that we might grow in the 
faith. 
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Part 3: Serve   

(Making Application from the Truths We Know  
Combined With the Leading of the Holy Spirit) 

As we grow, it is imperative that we serve.  For you 
see, as much as our salvation is a personal blessing, it 
also has a purpose.  We are saved in order that we 
might grow in grace and knowledge; and we grow in 
order that we might serve our Lord and bring glory to 
Him.  (Lk 17:7-9) 

This section is all about that service.  Specifically, it is 
about the kinds of application that we might corpo-
rately make at VCC as we seek to serve the Lord as 
His Body in this geographic location.  Because of the 
handbook nature of this publication, you will find nuts 
and bolts activities in this section while the discussion 
of the underlying Biblical truths is in Part 2: Grow. 

A.  Prayer Is Our First Priority! 
(Please note: this section on prayer contains a number 
of references to the activities explained later in this 
section, so you may not completely understand every-
thing the first time through.  It has been done this way 
because—well, because prayer really must be our first 
priority!) 

You might be thinking, “All right, what do we pray 
about?”  We are going to address this specifically 
within the context of personal evangelism through the 
following two categories: Pray for yourself and pray for 
others. 
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1. Pray for yourself:   
Here are a number of specific items for which you can 
pray regarding yourself.  Making these items a regular 
component of your prayer life will help raise your sen-
sitivity to opportunities for evangelism: 

 Ask the Lord to make you an instrument useful to 
Him in reaching the lost.  Pray that your heart 
would match His in terms of compassion, willing-
ness to sacrifice, and humility. 

 Begin to specifically ask the Lord to put a burden 
on your heart for those in your Circles of Concern 
on whom He would like you to concentrate. 

 Start (or end) your day by beginning to consistently 
pray for an opportunity to bear witness to the sav-
ing work of the Lord.  Then apply the concept of 
“pray without ceasing” by throughout the day’s cir-
cumstances asking, “Lord, is this the one?” 

2.  Pray for others:  
This section discusses praying for others in two ways: 
corporately and individually.   

Corporately:  There is an element of prayer that we 
appropriately engage in as a church fellowship—it  
unites us, strengthens our petitions, and is related to 
corporate worship.   As our evangelistic efforts unfold, 
the types of corporate prayer activities will change.  
Appendix 7 is a place for you to maintain a chronologi-
cal listing of the prayer activities VCC has been led to 
undertake in support of reaching the lost in our locale.   

 

 

POA:   

We are committed to 
reach others over the 

long haul.  It may be 
necessary to pray for 
years.  We may need 
to patiently wait for 
the Lord to soften an 
unreceptive heart and  

orchestrate the  
circumstances  

necessary for us to 
gain a hearing.  Ours 
is to be faithful to do 
what we can by pray-

ing, engaging in  
dialogue,  

presenting a good  
testimony and leav-

ing the rest to  
the Lord.   
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Individually:  Of course praying for lost people to 
come to the Lord is something we might do as part of 
a chance encounter, or because of a deeply felt family 
need.  However, what I want to focus on in this section 
is developing a daily pattern of prayer based upon the 
relational approach we will discuss in the next section.   
Here are a series of steps each of us can take as part 
of our personal intercessory prayer, which in turn will 
provide the foundation for our outreach efforts.   

1. Begin a Prayer Journal.  Your journal doesn’t 
have to be anything fancy—just something to keep 
track of who you are praying for, God’s leading, 
and answers to prayer. 

2. Survey your relational circles.  Conduct a mental 
survey of the relational circles discussed below and 
illustrated in Appendix 3.  You may wish to start 
with just the closest circle; however, I suggest that 
you begin with at least both family and local 
friends/neighbors.   As you meditate upon the cir-
cles you have chosen, ask the Lord’s leading re-
garding whom you might begin to pray for with the 
intent of seeing that individual come to salvation.  
Use your prayer journal to note the individuals the 
Lord brings to mind, any specific prayer needs, and 
anything else you feel is appropriate.  (See Appen-
dix 8 for a sample Prayer Journal.) 

3. Take time to pray.  Begin to pray regularly (daily is 
best) for the people in your prayer journal.  For 
married couples, praying together with your spouse 
is ideal, especially if there is a good deal of overlap 
in those for whom you are praying. 
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2. Keep notes.  Lastly, keep notes as time goes on.  
Perhaps, as you begin to interact with the individ-
ual for whom you are praying, specific prayer 
needs may come to light.  In addition, take the time 
to note where you see the Lord at work.  It will both 
encourage you and may be something you can 
share with others in the fellowship for our mutual 
encouragement. 

B. Relationships are the VCC Way! 
Dr. Oscar Thompson, late professor of evangelism at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, makes 
the argument that relationships are the most important 
facet of human existence.  This might seem strange at 
first, but before making up your mind, think through the 
following: 

 God created mankind in his image, in part, for the 
purpose of having a personal relationship with Him. 

 The creation of man was incomplete—until God cre-
ated the woman and the relational institution of mar-
riage. 

 The perpetuation of the human race was designed 
by God to be accomplished via the family—another 
clearly relational unit. 

 Throughout the Bible, you will see references to 
relationships between people: “As iron sharpens 
iron. . . “ Proverbs 27:17; “a friend closer than a 
brother…:  Proverbs 18:24, “Timothy . . . I have no 
one else like him…” in Philippians 2:19-f to cite a 
few relational references. 
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 In our role as ambassadors for Christ, we are to 
implore others to be “reconciled to God.”  It is a 
reasonable question to ask, “Which others?”  The 
answer, for our purposes of outreach, is those with 
whom we have relationships! 

Have you ever thought through the ramifications of the 
Biblical emphasis on relationships?  Are the depth of 
relationships we build in life perhaps one true measure 
of success?  Is it possible that it is not things that sat-
isfy, but relationships?  What part of your fortune 
would you trade so that every one of your family rela-
tionships would become productive and satisfying?  
Given the Biblical importance of relationships, this is 
the area on which we will concentrate our efforts at 
VCC using a systematic approach. 

1.  The Gospel Moves through Relationships 
“Day after day. . .from house to house, they never 
stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news 

that Jesus is the Christ.” (Act 5:42) 

“Cornelius was expecting them Peter and the brothers 
from Caesarea and had called together his relatives 

and close friends.” (Act 10:24) 

And so we will need to learn to trust God to use us, 
and to enable us through His Spirit, to spread the Gos-
pel via the relationships we have with others. You 
might be interested to know, that in recent church 
growth studies, those professing Christians who effec-
tively assimilated into the local church tend to be those 
led to Christ by others in the church.  Other means of 
reaching the lost do not appear to be nearly as effec-
tive in leading to disciples! 

POA:   
Our way of evangel-

ism is through  
relationships (built  
carefully, through a 
godly witness, over 

time) 



38                                                      Evangelism Handbook

2.  We Have Layers of Relationships 
We can picture the relationships in our lives like a se-
ries of concentric circles, which form when a pebble is 
tossed into a pond.  Each progressively larger circle 
represents a new level of relationship.  For the pur-
poses of this handbook, we are going to focus upon 
the following Concentric Circles of Concern: 

Family  Local Friends/Neighbors   Long Term 
Acquaintances   “Person X” 

(Note: an illustration, which covers this idea of rela-
tional circles, can be found in Appendix 3) 

Before moving on, consider this paraphrased state-
ment from the book Concentric Circles of Concern by 
Dr. Thompson—If we cannot tell people in the first few 
circles about the Lord, then we are just play-acting 
about what the good news really means.  In other 
words, giving to missions is important, but impersonal.  
If we love the people around us, then we will be willing 
to share the good news with them. 

3.  We Trust God to Use Us 
We learn to trust God to use us in our Concentric Cir-
cles of Concern by applying the following seven stages 
(again see Appendix. 3 for the complete picture): 

Maintain the Vertical First. Although this handbook is 
filled with admonitions regarding the importance of 
evangelism, we want to remain balanced, and not sim-
ply zealots for another cause.   

Because we are looking to work through relationships 
over the long haul, where the witness of our life will be 
under close scrutiny, it is important that we know how 
to deal with this added stress to our lives.  We can ad-
dress all of these issues by simply keeping our eyes 
on the Lord (Hebrews 12:1-3), staying in  
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fellowship with Him through regular confession (1John  
1:9), and trusting in the Spirit to arrange divine ap-
pointments, give us the words to say, and convict the 
hearts of others.  In short, we are not going to be ef-
fective ambassadors for the Lord in the energy of the 
flesh; but rather, as we abide in Him, He will bring 
about the fruit in our lives. (John 15:4-8) 

Have you ever really addressed the purpose of God 
for your life?  Here is one way to simply answer what 
is a very deep question—it is God’s will for you to 1) 
Be conformed to the image of His Son (Rm 8:29); and 
2) to be his witnesses to the lost (Acts 1:8).  The ad-
monition to “Maintain the Vertical” is a reminder not to 
neglect the former, while the majority of this handbook 
is devoted to practicing the latter.  Let’s “stay on 
course” in terms of responding to God in order to ac-
complish both purposes which will most certainly be to 
our blessing in time and eternity!  

Survey and Listen.  To get the most out of this sec-
tion, use your prayer journal so that you can take 
notes.  In your journal sketch your Circles of Concern 
and any steps you plan to take in order to maintain 
your vertical relationship with God.  As you move into 
this section, and begin to Survey and Listen, your jour-
nal will really become important.  The concept is to 
survey, one circle at a time, those who fall into your 
respective circles of concern.  As part of this survey, 
ask God if you have wronged anyone in any of those 
circles, or if there are any strained relationships—even 
if you don’t think they are your fault.   

God may lead you to take the initiative to try and mend 
these relationships.  For it is essential that we do 
whatever we can to help rebuild broken relationships, 
particularly within our families, before we begin the 
process of reaching out to others.    
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Continue your survey efforts by thinking about the 
people who live on your street (neighbors), those you 
socialize with; and those with whom you have long- 
term relationships that you know need the Lord.  Now 
listen to whom the Lord brings to your heart.  Ask Him 
for guidance on whom to include on your prayer list, 
on whom to contact.  Ask the Lord to give you the tar-
gets for your evangelism efforts.   

Jot those people that God brings to your heart down in 
your journal and begin to pray for them.  It is not that 
the Lord cannot use us in the lives of all our family, 
friends, neighbors, rather this step is recognition that 
God is the prime-mover in drawing people to Himself.  
We want to be involved with those who He is calling 
and what He is doing right now.  That is why we need 
to first ask and then listen.  Surveying and listening 
allows us to make the best use of our time and ener-
gies in alignment with His plans. 

Work with God Through Prayer.  Sometimes we 
treat prayer as if it is a perfunctory matter that we need 
to append to the things we do, “Oh yeah, let’s pray 
about this.”  As an alternative, consider these two 
paragraphs about prayer by Dr. Thompson from his 
book Concentric Circles of Concern, and their implica-
tions for evangelism:   

“Prayer is a relationship with the Master of the  
universe.  When you pray, you enter the throne 

room of heaven where the decisions that  
govern the universe are made. God invites us to pray 

so that when He answers, we will know he did it.   
He will get the glory” 
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 “We need to learn to pray for wisdom and  
discernment as we seek to make disciples.   
We need to learn to pray that God engineer  

circumstances in the lives of others to draw them to 
himself and to his Son Jesus Christ.   

We need to pray about the people in our survey  
and watch to see where God is working  

in their lives.  When we become aware of needs  
that will be our invitation to join God  

and show His love to that needy person.” 

Open the Lines of Spiritual Communication.  We 
tend to co-exist with most of the people in our rela-
tional circles.  We exchange appropriate pleasantries, 
but often the relationships are shallow and rarely re-
lated to spiritual matters.  And yet, in a real sense, 
spiritual things should be of more interest than any-
thing else.  As we survey and pray for those in our re-
lational circles, God is going to put individuals on our 
heart.  God is going to make us aware of the needs 
that people around us have.   

We want to be the ones who reach out and open the 
lines of communication.  Of course this can be done in 
a superficial way around times of joy (a new grand-
child, a personal triumph) or shared hobbies.  But the 
focus needs to be working at the process of shifting 
superficial relationships to spiritual ones, by opening 
the lines of communication with respect to spiritual 
things.   

You can find a list of questions that will help you to 
open spiritual lines of communication in Appendix 4, 
as well as additional discussion in Point D below. 
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In closing consider this thought—when people come to 
Christ through existing relationships with other Chris-
tians, they are much more likely to build ongoing 
Christian relationships in a local church.  Of course, 
we think our church would be a good place for that to 
happen, but frankly, any new Christian is on the right 
track who engages in fellowship with other Christians 
and begins the process of becoming a disciple.  

Build Bridges via Love.  As we open the lines of 
spiritual communications with others, remember two 
things.   

 Long haul.  We are in this for the long haul.   

 Opportunity.  The long-haul approach virtually 
guarantees there will come a time when needs in 
the lives of those with whom we are communicat-
ing will provide the opportunity for God to love that 
individual through us.   

Simply stated, what are the chances that your 
neighbor, for whom you are praying and with whom 
you have begun a spiritual dialogue, is going to have 
some kind of health or family crisis in the next five 
years?  They are pretty high, aren’t they?   If and when 
they do, can you ask if it is all right to pray with them, 
supply a meal, provide a ride, perform a chore or other 
needed service?  If they experience grace from you, 
they will be better able to understand why it will be 
shown by a heavenly Father. 

Gather the Harvest.  The above items, especially the 
last two, are part of what is often called friendship 
evangelism—showing love without necessarily provid-
ing Gospel content.  Not only do we want to earn the 
right to a  hearing in the lives of the lost people God 
brings our way, but we also want to become  
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skilled at intentionally confronting them with the 
person and work of Jesus Christ and its ramifications 
in their lives.  Part of this we do by learning how to 
ask questions, part by giving a clear Gospel 
presentation, and part by being able to lead an 
individual to placing his or her faith in the finished 
work of the cross and the person of Jesus Christ.  
You will find additional detail in the sections that follow 
and a series of helpful questions in Appendix 6. 

Leave a Real Legacy.  At this point, it is easy to 
complete the picture by telling you to start the proc-
ess over again—survey and listen, work with God 
through prayer, open lines of spiritual communica-
tions, and so on.  What we would have is a picture of 
how God could bring lost people into his kingdom on 
an ongoing basis—and this is what we want to do!  
However, here is an important point that we do not 
want to overlook: God’s will for all new believers is 
that they would “grow in grace and knowledge” (2 Pe-
ter 3:18). 

You can see that we are serious about this as it is the 
second half of the VCC Mission.  The point is that it is 
essential that we take the time to help new Christians 
become grounded in the truths of the faith.   

This is the process of discipleship.  If you lead some-
one to the Lord, you must take on the initial responsi-
bility of seeing to it that that individual is discipled.  
Some of this you can do yourself: encouraging them 
to begin a time of personal Bible study, inviting them 
to church, providing them helpful materials, and in-
cluding them in activities with other Christians.  For 
some of it, you might make use of other resources, 
such as getting them into a Bible study class at 
church, or helping them to obtain guidance from ma-
ture Christians. 
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It is not that you are responsible for that individual 
from then on, but rather that you would think of these 
ongoing actions as part of your legacy as a Christian.  
The goal is that, not only have you been used by the 
Lord to bring another to Christ, but that person has 
grown and in time led others to Christ.  Your spiritual 
legacy is, then, that you can look to others who be-
come your spiritual children and grandchildren.  What 
a marvelous privilege we have to bear witness to the 
Lord, and what a wonderful goal it is to have a church 
fellowship in which there are multiple generations, in a 
spiritual sense, within our one congregation. 

C.  The Power of Personal Testimony 
Consider the ramifications of the following passage in 
terms of our outreach efforts. 

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their testimony; they did not love their 

lives so much as to shrink  
from death. (Revelation 12:11) 

In the context of the verse, the one overcome is Satan.  
In the context of our efforts at outreach, he is precisely 
the one whom we are up against, for we are attempt-
ing to help his subjects (lost people) escape his 
clutches.  Thus as we see in Mark 3:27 we are at-
tempting to plunder the house of a strong man, and in 
order to do so, he must first be “tied up”.  That process 
apparently includes not only the finished work of Jesus 
Christ but also our bearing witness to it.  Therefore it is 
essential that each of us be able to give our testimony.    

 

POA: 

There is one way we 
can bear fruit and ex-
ercise faith right up 

until we draw our last 
breath and that is to 
bear witness to the 

saving work of Jesus 
Christ. 
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Here are a couple of suggestions regarding the giving 
of a personal testimony: 

 Bearing Witness.  Your testimony is simply bear-
ing witness to what God has done in your life.  It is 
not a formal document, but a story you tell.  It might 
help to write some of it out at first, but be careful 
that you don’t try to force it into some kind of spiri-
tual format—there isn’t any.  It is your story—be 
ready to tell it.  The Holy Spirit will guide you in this 
area. 

 Finding opportunities.  There are different kinds 
of testimony.  Perhaps the most important is how 
the Lord brought you into a saving relationship with 
Himself—this is what we most often think of when 
we hear the phrase “giving your testimony.”  How-
ever, there are many other ways in which to bear 
witness to the faithfulness of God.  This might in-
clude an illustration of His faithfulness to you, how 
God met a crisis of some kind in your life, or an an-
swered prayer.  In short, a testimony is just a snip-
pet of your life which illustrates some aspect of the 
character of God.  Do not make the mistake of 
thinking that you have to include everything God 
has done in one grand testimony.  Match your wit-
ness to the demands of the moment and leave it at 
that. 

 Knowing Why.  There is one kind of testimony that 
you hardly ever hear, and yet it is very important.  
So important, that this is one type we suggest you 
give some thought to by writing down at least a 
rough outline.  It is a testimony that for you an-
swers the question: “Why am I a Christian?”  Think 
about this carefully.  It is not asking how you be-
came a Christian, but why?   
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(The reason this is so important is that the how is often 
indistinguishable from the proselytizing process of 
many other religions. It is the why that really gets at the 
heart of the differences.  Give it some thought, jot 
down an outline, and then be ready to share as the 
Lord provides an opportunity.) 

 Making the time.  So when do we give our testi-
mony.  You may be used to hearing people give 
their testimony at some particular church function.  
This can be very powerful as a means to encour-
age the saints.  However our testimony is really a 
key tool during outreach efforts, specifically our 
spiritual dialogue with others.  Any time the conver-
sation allows, be ready to bear witness to how the 
Lord has worked in your life.  This is not something 
that can be refuted by others—it is after all your 
story. 

D.  Skillfully Asked Questions 
As we enter into spiritual dialogue with those in our 
Circles of Concern, one of the most effective things we 
can do is to become skilled at asking questions—a 
skill equal in importance to answering them!  This is 
most certainly the way that Jesus interacted with peo-
ple.  Look at any of His interactions in the Gospels, 
and you will routinely see him asking questions that 
get right to the heart of the matter.  (For example, see 
the report of Jesus and His meeting with the woman at 
the well in John Chapter 4.) 

The art of asking questions is so important, it is the 
way we are going to conclude this Handbook.   

POA: 

Our way is to ask 
more questions than 
we answer.  Our pur-

pose is to get at  
presuppositions, expose 
thought patterns, and 
force individuals to 
take a position.  Our 

way is to turn  
everything to that 

which is most  
important— 
the spiritual. 
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Please consider the following: 

 Use questions to stay on point.  We already 
have a battery of questions listed in the appendices 
that we can use to discover a person’s spiritual po-
sition as well as to bring him or her to the point of a 
decision to trust in Christ for eternal destiny.  What 
we want to consider in this section is the fact that 
people often ask us questions—loaded ques-
tions—just to get us off their backs.   Rather than 
get tangled up in a theological explanation that the 
lost person could care less about, our goal is to 
turn the tables and ask a question in return that 
continues to bring to the fore the condition of the 
lost person. 

 Learn from Jesus.  Using questions as part of 
your evangelizing effort is a skill that takes prac-
tice.  Probably the best way to begin learning the 
art is to study the encounters of Jesus in the Gos-
pels.  If you do, you will note that he is able to ask 
powerful and probing questions of people from all 
walks of life. 

 Use the Bible as Authority.   Queries from the 
lost one can often sidetrack your questioning into 
unproductive discussion.  For example, it is very 
common for people to question the fact that there 
is just one way of salvation.  As Pastors, we have 
addressed this issue with people countless times, 
thoroughly, rationally and using detailed Scripture.  
Nonetheless, people most often end up with that, 
I’m not quite convinced look.   

  

POA: 

Our way is to turn 
everything to that 

which is most  
important— 
the spiritual. 
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Recently, applying the advice given in this handbook, 
the questioner was simply asked to read one verse of 
Scripture—John 14:6.  When asked: “What do you 
think of that statement?”  The questioner immediately 
answered: “That pretty much settles it doesn’t it?  
According to the Bible there is only one way of 
salvation!”  Instead of a labored discussion, using the 
Bible returned the conversation to one more focused 
upon essential issues. 

 Avoid Live-Grenade questions.  There is a cate-
gory of questions we can refer to as Live-Grenade 
questions.  These are the types of questions that 
people drop into Christians’ laps hoping to put 
them on the spot.  Be careful about getting into 
these types of discussions.  The Bible allows us 
leeway to avoid fruitless discussion, advising us in 
Matthew 7:6 not to “cast our pearls before swine.”  
An example of this type of question might involve 
the abortion debate.  Of course, you are on good 
footing to categorically state that abortion is wrong.  
But if the discussion among unbelievers is about 
such things as personal or women’s rights, your 
righteous answer is not likely to lead to an opportu-
nity to get into the Gospel.  You might instead sim-
ply turn things back over to the questioner by ask-
ing, “Under what circumstances is it okay to kill an 
individual (or a child)?”  You will find yourself in a 
similar situation to our Lord in Mark 12:14-f, and 
you can choose to go forward as the situation dic-
tates. 
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 Avoid political statements.  Similar to the above 
situation, watch out for connecting your political 
persuasion with your efforts to reach the lost.  It is 
probably a fair statement to say that Bible-believing 
Christians tend towards being conservative in po-
litical outlook.  If this is true, it is an effect of know-
ing God’s Word and not a cause with respect to 
being a Christian.  Do not throw an unnecessary 
stumbling block in front of a searching unbeliever 
by holding out both the truth of the Gospel and the 
requirement to become politically conservative!  As 
ministers of the Gospel, we would prefer no one 
know about our political convictions lest it keep one 
lost person from hearing the Gospel through our 
ministry. 

 First things first.  You might find it difficult to 
avoid discussions on difficult social and political 
issues.  If you feel the need to take a stand—by all 
means do so.  What we are really trying to get at is 
this fact—a host of social problems such as abor-
tion, same sex marriage, homosexuality all have 
the potential to take care of themselves once a per-
son comes to the Lord and starts growing.  There-
fore, we must take care of the most pressing need 
of the sick person first—it is a simple matter of tri-
age.  If we get caught up in giving a lot of divine 
viewpoint suitable for a Christian to a spiritually-
dead individual, we will never have the chance to 
earn a credible Gospel hearing.   



50                                                      Evangelism Handbook



Evangelism Handbook                                                                                                                                        51 

Appendix 1:  Points of Truth  
and Application 

Points of Truth 
It is God the Father that draws men to himself (John 
6:44).   It is the Spirit that convicts the heart and 
makes the Gospel message clear (John 16:8, 1 Corin-
thians 2:9-10).  Ours is to be ready to be a tool in the 
hands of the master potter.  As such we need to be 
sensitive to both the timing of God’s work in the life of 
the lost, and most importantly, to be careful not to 
stray beyond our appointed role.   

 

While hanging upon the cross, Christ received the 
wrath of God that was rightly ours.  By taking our 
place, the justice of God has been satisfied and our 
debt “paid in full.”   It is this foundational truth that al-
lows us to be reconciled to our Creator.   

 

As a point of obedience we are always to be ready to 
give a defense of the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ.  
Our active response to this command is to “go” and 
the result is blessing from our heavenly Father.   
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Points of Application 
What exactly is it that would make your life have real 
meaning?  What would make it have real significance?  
God has chosen to reach the lost through us—that 
means he plans to accomplish reconciliation through 
the reconciled . . . To align our lives with his plan for 
history is, by definition, to give it meaning and signifi-
cance. 

Our way of evangelism is through relationships (built 
carefully, through a godly witness, over time) 

We are in this for the long haul: open lines of spiritual 
communication, build bridges of love, address needs, 
be ready to share the good news. 

We are committed to reach others over the long haul.  
It may be necessary to pray for years.  We may need 
to patiently wait for the Lord to soften an unreceptive 
heart and orchestrate the circumstances necessary for 
us to gain a hearing.  Ours is to be faithful to do what 
we can, i.e. pray, engage in dialogue, present a good 
testimony, etc.; and leave the rest to the Lord.   

Our way is to ask more questions than we answer.  
Our purpose is to get at presuppositions, expose 
thought patterns and force individuals to take a posi-
tion.   

There is one way we can bear fruit and exercise faith 
right up until we draw our last breath—and that is to 
bear witness to the saving work of Jesus Christ. 

Our way is to turn everything to that which is most im-
portant—the spiritual. 
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Appendix 2:  Dealing with the  
Fear of Witnessing 

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a 
spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. (2Tm 
1:7).  Sometimes we think: 

 “I don’t have the gift of evangelism!”  You may 
not have the gift of giving either—but it is still a 
point of obedience whether or not you do it! 

 “I am afraid of being rejected by family, friends 
and neighbors.!”  If you share the gospel, it is not 
you they are rejecting but salvation from the hand 
of God.  There is no failure if we are obedient, and 
there is no joy like leading someone into a saving 
relationship with the Lord. 

 “I don’t think I can share with everyday ac-
quaintances!”  Do you mean to tell me if they had 
a terminal illness and you had a cure you wouldn’t 
tell them about it.  They do!  And you do! 

 “I don’t know enough!”  We can all benefit by 
knowing more of God’s plan—but what you do 
know is “alive and powerful”, pass it on and watch 
it do its work. 
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And remember: 

 We aren’t approaching this from the need to 
“preach” to others, but rather through relationships 
and demonstrated love we want to earn the right to 
a hearing. 

 You will be shocked to find out how many people 
really have no idea what the gospel is, and are ac-
tually very ready to hear it.  In other words, those 
being called are ready for the truth. 

 While you are nervous about sharing your faith—
God is actually bringing about divine appointments.  
Don’t be surprised—be ready to humbly act on His 
behalf. 
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Appendix 3:  Our Relational  
Concentric Circles of Concern 
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Appendix 4:  Questions to Begin  
a Spiritual Dialogue 

1. Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs? ( Or if 
more appropriate, “Do you have  spiritual beliefs 
that can help you with this crisis?”) 

2. To you, who is Jesus Christ? 
3. Do you believe in heaven or hell? 
4. If you were to die, where would you go?  What 

happens next, where will you spend eternity? 
5. If what you are believing is not true, would you 

want to know it? 
These five questions are adapted from William Fay’s 
book: Share Jesus without Fear. 

Diagnostic Questions 
1. Have you come to the place in your spiritual life 

where you know for certain that if you were to die 
today you would go to heaven, or is that something 
you would say you’re still working on? 

2. Suppose you were to die today and you were 
standing before God and he asked, “Why should I 
let you into heaven?”  What would you say? 

These two questions are adapted from James 
Kennedy’s book: Evangelism Explosion. 
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Appendix 5:  Key Scriptures   

Mankind has a desperate need! 

The entire human race died when Adam and Eve 
sinned.   “Therefore, just as sin entered the world 
through one man, and death through sin, and in this 
way death came to all men, because all sinned—. . . 
Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was 
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act 
of righteousness was justification that brings life for all 
men. For just as through the disobedience of the one 
man the many were made sinners, so also through the 
obedience of the one man the many will be made 
righteous.”  (Rm 5:12, 18-19) 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive. (1Cor 15:22) 

Mankind is tangled up in sin and an object of judg-
ment! 

“All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying 
the cravings of our sinful nature and following its de-
sires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
objects of wrath.” (Eph 2:3) 

“For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God.” (Rm 3:23) 

All who rely on observing the Law are under a curse, 
for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not 
keep the entire essence of the Law and do it.” Gal 
3:10 

Man cannot solve his problems by good 
works!”Our righteousness is as filthy rags before the 
Lord.” (Isa 64:6) “There is no one who is righteous, no 
not even one.” (Rm 3:10) “We all like sheep have gone 
astray. “ (Isa 53:6)  “...no one will be declared 
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Righteous in His sight by observing the law: rather, 
through the law we become conscious of 
sin.” (Romans 3:20) 

God, motivated by His love, has done something 
to meet man’s desperate need. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands con-
demned already because he has not believed in the 
name of God's one and only Son. (Jn 3:16-18) 

God’s answer to our need is found solely in the 
work of His Son 

I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to 
the Father but through me.  (Jn 14:6)  Salvation is 
found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we must be saved. 
(Acts 4:12) 

The only response required of man is to believe 
(trust) in the provision of God through His Son. 

The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has 
sent. (Jn 6:29) "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved—you and your household." (Acts 16:30-31) 

If we have trusted in the finished work of the 
cross, then we can know we have eternal life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God so that you may know that you have 
eternal life. (1Jn 5:13) 
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Appendix 6:  Questions  
Toward a Decision   

 

These questions are from 
our evangelism booklet that 
explains  presents the plan 
of salvation. 



62                                                      Evangelism Handbook

These questions are from 
our evangelism booklet that 
explains  presents the plan 
of salvation. 
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Appendix 7:  VCC Prayer Activities (in 
Chronological Order as they are con-

ducted)  

 August 2010: Prayer to start outreach series. 

 October 2010: Heart Call sponsored prayer walk 
in our community. 

 February 2011: Congregation asked to pray for 
our Friendship Supper and Evangelism Confer-
ence 
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Appendix 8:  Sample Prayer Journal Entry 
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VISTOSO COMMUNITY CHURCH 
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1200 E. Rancho Vistoso Blvd.  
Oro Valley, AZ 85755 

Church Telephone: 520 825-0652   
Church e-mail: Vistosocc@icloud.com

Web Site:  www.vistoso.org  

Vistoso Community ChurchVistoso Community ChurchVistoso Community Church   
OUR PURPOSE 

The purpose of Vistoso Community Church  

is to bring glory to God by completing  

the work He has given us to do.             

John 17:4 

OUR MISSION 

Our mission is to be used by God to help  

the lost receive eternal life,  

and those with eternal life to grow  

in grace and knowledge. 

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

 Christ is the only Lord and Savior.   Acts 2:36 

 The Bible is the inspired word of God. II Timothy 3:16-17 

 We honor God through traditional worship: Psalm 19:14 

 Our loving fellowship strengthens us.   Hebrews 10:24-25 

 Seeking the lost is our commission.   Matthew 28:19-20 

 The principles of divine establishment are God given.                                  
                     Nehemiah. 4:14 


